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STAYCATION

Take a dip inside one of 
the many pools emerged 
in nature at the Carmel 
Valley Ranch.

NO WORK, ALL PLAY
Carmel Valley Ranch reinvents the meaning of eat, sleep and play

By LINDSEY SHOOK      Photography COURTESY OF CARMEL VALLEY RANCH

JUST A SHORT DRIVE FROM SAN FRANCISCO rests an escape 
by the sea where one can replace technology and traffic with local fare and 
endless play. The Carmel Valley Ranch recently underwent a reimagination 
of not just their spaces but the entire experience, creating one of the most 
exceptional properties on the Central Coast. 

The summer camp-inspired resort, which sits on more than 500 acres, now 
features an indulgent dining experience—the Market and Creamery—that’s 
a place to gather, learn and taste handcrafted treats, as artisans including 
a master gardener, beekeeper, fisherman and more host demonstrations 
and tastings. “The Goat Project, as I like to call it, is intended to offer 
our Carmel Valley Ranch guests an experience to interact and observe a form 

of livestock in a very intimate way,” says resident cheesemaker Charlie Cascio. 
“Here our guests can observe the production of what is really a common food, 
from the phase in which the goat eats the ranch’s wild grass and bush to when 
it transforms this wild green into milk—and then onto the transformation of 
the milk into cheese, which of course the guests then get to consume.”

After satisfying the senses at the Market and Creamery, thrill seekers can 
pursue their passion for play by engaging with the property’s new interactive 
programs. Guests can tap into their inner lumberjack at the hatchet-throwing 
course or get up close and personal with the peregrine falcon—under the 
supervision of master falconer Antonio Balestreri, of course. But don’t fret if 
you aren’t the mountaineer type. Carmel Valley Ranch also features tennis, a 
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day camp for kids, a world-class spa, multiple swimming 
pools and a Pete Dye-designed golf course.

The jam-packed excitement is matched by the exquisitely 
designed guest suites that house new smart-room 
technology along with temperature and lighting systems 
that allow guests to personalize their experience. “We’re 
thrilled to ‘reimagine’ Carmel Valley Ranch with these 
new and refreshed spaces and amenities,” notes managing 
director Matt Bailey. “These enhancements are the result of 
many months of hard work and speak to our commitment 
toward creating an ever-inspiring and playful experience for 
our guests.”

clockwise: Soaking tubs 
and swings enhance the 
outdoor relaxation; A view 
inside The Creamery; 
Another emmersive activity 
includes Beekeeping.
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